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Janua(g 8
Dear Marcus,

Greetings from the Orient Exprese—one of the most tamous trains in history! As [ write this,
we are sleaming southward through Thailand on our way fo Malaysia. Qur final destination ic Singapore.
Thiz iz the firet full day of my three-day journey aboard this historic frain and it is amazing! Yeslerday when
we started out, we passed rice paddies, rubber lrees, tarms, and villages. | even got fo see my fivet waler
buftalo. [n the afternoon, the frain <topped for a while. [ fook a boat trip fo cce the famous bridge that cpans
the River Kwai. What a <ight!

The food they cerve on this frain ic incredible! /Imazmg/ Delicious! Did | mention amazmg? hadn't
even heard of half of the fhmge we ate at dinner qeeferdag but el/erqfhmg was delicious. The conductor fold
me that fodag 5 meals would be even better! Since 'm here on this adventure to look for move grem‘ foods fo
add to The Five Star Bistro's menu, | thought it would be good. if [ write a litfle about each meal, while | am
eafmg it. Breaktast is in about 15 minutes, so ['ll “sce” You there.

[]

Okag here | am at breaktast. The waiters are cening other passengers and they are only a few 1ables
away. Mq food should be here any minute. [ don't know what' s coming, but it smells amaZIrg/ While 'm
Wa(fmg should fell you that the drnmg car is beautitul. There are wood panels on the walls decorated with
beautitul carved deegne The curtains are velvet and lace. Oh, waif, here comes my waiter— please stand by,

He just pcn‘ down my breakiast and ['ve taken my first bite of the ccrambled eqqe. Wow! Okag
[ know what gou ve thinking— everyone makes scrambled eqqe, right? Well, nof like these, they don't.
Thee are lightly cpiced with dill and very fluffy. The waiter fold me that there ic also Swies cheese melted
in. The eqqs are cerved with slices of Trech fomatoes and the two tasles really 30 fogether. There is a frech
voll, still warm from the oven, and mandarin orange <lices on the ide. They aleo gave we a tall, frosty glase
of milk, which was great— gou kinow how much [ like hal/mg milk, especially in the morning. So, now that
['ve described it all to you, it o time for me to di q in. “See” You at the next meal.
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[]

['m back in the dining car for lunch and | 've made some friends. They are a couple of gu//e from
Eng/and and Hfleg re real/g nice. Theg re our age. We met in the obsewation car. Oh, Hfleg ay “hi!" bg fhe
way. We juet finished our fivst course— eqgplant with Thai noodles— and now the waiter ic bringing us the
vest. If's vice with some <ot of special sauce. Delicious! Okay, my new givlfviends and | ave going to eat and
chat for a while. I'll write more in a bit.

[]

Okay, 'm back. If's a couple of hours later now, and we've in Malaysia. The train has stopped and
they are taking us on a four of colonial Georgetown. We had a choice: we could run with the rickshaw driver
or ride in a rickshaw. [ chose to run with him. | veally needed fo move my body atter all that sitfing on the
frain. Jackie and Annabelle ( my new Eng/zeh friends) are with me. Tl/teg oy i again. We stopped at
a really neat bazaar where we all bought some inferesting snacks. [ got some sweet /f(ce cakes. Theg faste
veally good, but Hfleg ve kind of squishy and weird. [ also bought a dlice of pineapple. | 'm glad we all got
wmefhmg to eat becauee it's going fo be a while unfil dinner.

[]

Hey, ['m back. While we were in GeorgefoWn we walked to Fort Cornwallis. The girls and [ met a very
nice couple from Minnesota. The five of us are now all fogefher in the dining car. The waifer juet brought us
our food. ['m glad, because we've all reall ly hungry! Before | dig in, let me give you a rundown of everything.
For the main course, | have beef slices and a papaya salad. Both look delicious. Theve is also baked squash
that emelle wonderful. They gave us a loaf of Trech baked bread fo share. ['ll let You know when dessert

comes, but for now, it s fime fo eat!

[]

Theq ]uef broughf dessert— two shortbread cookies. Theq were the pertect end fo a perfect dinner.
To be honest, ['ve been haw:/tg 50 much fun that | forgof to check if ['ve goh‘en the ri Vgl/n‘ number of cenings
from each food group. qube after You "ve read thio letter You "Il be able to tell me. Until then,

Your friend,

Avianna



